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Athens, Ohio Timeline

1797 - First settlement

1800 - Town surveyed and platted
1803 - Ohio became a state

1804 - Ohio University chartered
1805 - Athens County formed
1811 - Athens village incorporated
1912 - Athens achieved city status
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History of Athens, Ohio

The Ordinance of 1787 opened the land north and west @hieRiver for
settlement and stated that "the means of education shall forever be encouragec
1797, the first settlers traveled up the Hocking River and settled on land that is
Athens. When Ohio University was chartered in 1804, it was expextstiact
settlers to the area. It also was anticipated that rent from Athens and Alexander
townships, set aside as college lands, would provide money to operate the colle
However, many settlers resisted paying their rent, thereby contributing torthe e
financial problems of the university. In spite of these and other difficulties, the
university continued to grow. In 1920, enroliment reached 1,000 and by 1997 it
more than 19,000 on the Athens campus.

Athens wasncorporated as a village in 1814lthough it was a county seat,
agriculture marketing center, and college town, it grew slowly. By 1850, the ville
had only 881 residents. The main disadvantage for Athens was its isolated loce
Farmers and merchants exported surplus corn, wheasnaokled pork to market by
a slow and risky route down the Hocking, Ohio, and Mississippi Rivers. The opt
of the Hocking Canal in 1843 made shipping faster and cheaper but the canal fi
winter and was vulnerable to damage by floods. However, wheN#rietta and
Cincinnati Railroad reached Athens in 1857, the farmers and merchants gainec
improved access to eastern markets. By 1870, the 1,600 village residents coulc
to Columbus in about three hours on the new Columbus and Hocking Valley
Railroad.

In 1874, the Athens Lunatic Asylum opened on the ridges south of town and
became the town's largest employer. The beautifully landscaped Asylum Grour
extended into the Hocking River Valley and for many years served as a local pe
Much of the &ndscaped area was destroyed when the river was relocated 7 1.9
This relocation and widening dlfie river eliminated the threat of disastrous floods
such as the ones that hit the city in 1873, 1907, 1913, and 1968. The old asylur
complex is listed othe National Register of Historic Places. It is now named The
Ridges and is part of Ohio University.

The streets of Athensere first lighted by electrigitin 1889 and first paved in
1892. By the early 1900s, the town had a public water system, a playlground
and park, and had installed a telephone system. In 1912, with the population
exceeding 5,000, Athens officially becameity. In the 20th century, Athens Count
experienced the closing of the coal and clay products industry and the rise rattek
decline or closing of several manufacturers including the McBee Company and
Midget Motors Company. Today, a variety of specialty and-égih businesses
provides the diversity that helps keep Athens growing.

Looking south over the bridlactory toward Palmer Street during the 1907 flood.



Walking Tour of Historic Uptown Athens

On this ten block tour of Uptown Athens, you will pass many buildings and form
residences that are of historic, human, and architectural interestuithiedps listed
are a sampling of various architectural styles and periods of Athens history prio
1920. The structures are listed by street address followed by either the name of
original owner or the name by which the building is popularly knolre date of
construction follows the name. Numbers on the map correspond with the street
addresses. Quotations used in the descriptions are from contemporary publicat
and newspaper articles.

Begin your walk at the Athens County Historical Society anduséum,
65 North Court Street. Exit the front door, turn right and walk south.

A 59 N-Brooks Hause, c. 1905 his handsome brick house is one of the fe
large homes that remain of the many that lined Court Street in the late 19th anc
20th centuries. The house is mostly intact including its beveled and stained
windows and a wraparound front porch. Tmall buildings below the porch wer:
built by the Brooks family to use for family businesses.

Continue to the first intersection, turn left onto East State Stragione
block to the intersection with College Street and turn right.

A Col | e lpthe 1Sth ceetieyt, College Street was one of the streets where
successful merchants and affluent professional people built homes. Along Nortl
College Street, several of thefsge houses retain most of their original
characteristics. On South College Stréetwvever, all the 19th century residences
have been drastically remodeled or replaced by buildings associated with the
university. The present First United Methodist Church at 2 S. College Street (at
intersection with Washington Street) replaces the 1908tsire that burned in 1955
There has been a Methodist church on this site since 1837.

A 40 N.-Ulbw/bthldegHouse,1880A. W. Ullom was a leading merchant
in Athens and built a number of stores on Court Street. This Italianate style hou
retains its elegant wood front porch. Each porch column is decorated with a rais
cross Templar which probably was used to reflect Ullomaistas a Masonic Knigt
Templar. Carved brackets are around the roof and there is a boxed cornice anc
Windows have interior shutters and are topped by carved pediments. The hand
front door is topped by a transom. Mary Stalder, the granddaughMr. Ullom,
lived in this house until her death in 1991.

A 39 N.-D@onlHbusey 9®avid Dyson was a shoe merchant who buil
many structures on Court Street during the 1880s. His former residence is one

few Queen Anne style housesAthens. Typical of this style are the asymmetrical
facade, round porch with a conical roof, and pointed pediments above both por:
entries. Projecting gables on the north and east sides, a projecting bay on the r
side, and intricate wood trim give ghihouse a distinctive flavor. In the 1980s, the

house was threatened with demolition to make space for a parking lot, but was
at the last moment.

A 38 N.-StCRall's Gathaic Church,1895 The church is made of red bric
in the NeeGothic stye and has a 110 foot bell tower. The original cost was $16,(
including the land. The rectory on the left is a modern addition. The church has
nineteen stained glass windows for which parishioners paid $40 per window to
dedicate as family memorials, mahgnoring the early Irisfarmers and later Irish



railroaders of the parish. In 1995, the parish celebrated its 150th anniversary
the 100th anniversary of the building, the oldest
religious structure in Athens. .

A 32 N..WickhdmlHeuges 190Hadley Wickham was engaged in
farming and stock raising and laterthe merantile business before becoming &
attorney, director of the First National Bank of Athens, and Athens County
Treasurer. The Wickham house has three entramithsa porch connecting the
two on the north side of the building. Notice the Colonial Revival style broker
pediment on the gable facing College Street.

A 28 N. Col | e g e AThiPlaliamat styleHhousesfeatures h 8v0
story projecting bay othe north side, a bracketed roof overhang, and window.
with brick arches. The extensive porch wrapping around the front and north ¢
is a later addition that replaced the original front porch. John Palmer was a ¢
who married Emma Roach, the daughiéa leading Court Street grocer who
lived next door. The house remained in the Ralfamily until the 1970s

A 12 N. Col | eg eThe hBuses with it gabls end to theBsBe®t, |
plain but has some unusual features such as the pairs ofslenger windows an
the front door with side lights. The small window framed in a brick arch at the
of the gable is also interesting. Cyrus Rose ran a successful saddle and harr
business and was a Methodist minister.

A 14 E. Wa s h i ongvithcCollege)l. Rutlee Hosse, €1815 This
gray-painted brick house is one of the few in Athens that have survived from
first quarter of the nineteenth century. After James Fuller, the original owner,
failed in a cattlegrazing venture, he turned packing pork in the side

The 1908 First Methodist Church building was destroyed by fire in 1955.



yardof this house. Needing salt for the pgoréicking process, he and a partner
bought the salt operation at Chauncey and later sold it to Thomas Ewing, or
the first graduates of Ohio University and a U.S. Senator. Salt was a major ¢
product in Athen€ounty during the early 19th century when it was shipped \
the Hocking Canal which reached Athens in 1843. The Fuller House has be
remodeled and restored.

Continue south on College Street to the next intersection.

A I ntersecti on ndireet€Ahdad aregtree OhionlhivetsityiCla
Gateway and the College Green hastoric district on the National Register of
Historic Places. Outdoor commencement exercises were held on the Colleg
until 1969. To your left, on the east side of the College Green, is Templeton
Blackburn Alumni Memorial Auditorium. The west pari ofthis building is
often used as a rostrum for public events. W{albwn persons who have spokel
there include Dwight D. Eisenhower and Lyndon B. Johnson who made his
famous "Great Society" speech here.

A walking tour guide of the College Green maydiained at the informatior
desk in Baker Student Center on the northwest corner of the intersection.

Turn right onto East Union Street.

A 10 E-Pildder Honse, 1880This Italianate style house was the work ¢
Thomas Pilcher, the owner of a furniuwstore and factory. Having expertise in
working with wood and abundant labor at his disposal, Pilcher amazed the
community by completing the house in only eleven weeks. The house was ¢
notable at the time for having a closet in every room. Pilcheuwakle to enjoy
his elegant home for long, however, since he soon suffered a complete nen
breakdown and was committed to the Athens Lunatic Asylum.

Hadley Wickham Cyrus Rose Thomas Pilcher

A -631S. Court (Intersection with Union)- Lostro Building, 1915 This three
story, red brick structure with decorative brickwork near the top was origin
built for an auto agency and repair shop with "machinery to cure every
automobile ailment" located on the third floor. The building was fireproof,
lighted by bothgas and electricity, heated by steam, and had a freight elev
and its own telephone system. It was built under the supervision of Athen:
County's first female contractor, Maud Pennybacker Fenzel, who took ove
business after the death of her hush&eorge. John Lostro was in the coal
business before he obtained the agency for Wlllyerland, a popular auto
manufacturer. At that time, an Overland delivery van could be purchased -
$695 while the foudoor convertible Overland with 35 horsepowertanp33"
tires, and genuine leather upholstery retailed for $950, f.0.b., Toledo. Late



upperfloors of the building became the Masonic Temple. In the 1930s, the
basement was a popular student gathering spot called The Varsity Inn. There |
been a book store in the building for more than 75 years.

A Co ur tTheSntersectoh of Court and UmicStreets is also the corner of th
College Green and the geographical point where toveetsgown. This
intersection is the only one in Athens where you may legally cross diagonally v
all walk lights are on. Look to your right, north, up Court Stré&éis is the "Main
Street" of Uptown Athens. The paving blocks on Court Street were made by th
Athens Brick Company and are reminiscent of the-nfrthe century era when the
manufacture of clay products and coal mining were the principal industries in
Athens County.

Court Street contains many historic buildings most of which date from the le
half of the 19th and early 20th centuries. On¢éhef most interesting aspects of the
period is the variation in use of architectural elements and decorativeedevic
Although many buildings are similar, no two are exactly alike. We suggest you
the time tdook upand notice the differences in the treatment of brickwork, corni
brackets, windows, lintels, glass blocks, decorative stonework, and other $eatu
Also, you may notice small white light bulbs along the top edges of the building
These were installed as a community project and are lighted on holidays and ¢
occasions. Uptown Athens is an historic district listed on the National Register
Historic Places.

Cross Court Street, turn right, and walk north on Court Street

A 42 S-New®onmuBuilding, 190Notice the unusual diagonal bricktpern
along the side of the distinctivmy windows on the second and thiil@brs.
This narrow, 20 foot wide, building was

business and furnituigtorei not an unusual
combination business in that era. According to
newspaper accounts, the business waght up

to date with all modermstruments for
undertaking.Mrs. Lotta Newsom assisted with
the undertaking and also took charge of the
furniture store which was an important part of
their business

A -368S. Court- Moore-Russell Building, 1887Eliakim Moore was one of six
Athenians to serve in Congress. The cornice of the building is pedimented and
the name and date of construction. The second story windows have lintels witt
curved designs cut into the storie 1984, fire destroyed the entire block includint
the adjacent building, the Phoenix (1879), leaving only badly damagedafatist
However, the two buildings rose again behind their facades with businesses ol
first floor and apartments above. Th@84fire was only one of several that over tl
years devstated various uptown buildings

A 24 S-Athénha Theater, 1915The original Majestic Theatre, advertised &
"strictly modern moving picture theatre,” opened in 1915 with the showing of
"Cinderella" starring Mary Pickford, also known as "America's Sweetheart".
Although the marquee with its neon tubing and multitude of light bulbs has bee
removed, the building still contains a movie theater. The style of this yellow bri
building is unique o Court Street. The roof is covered with red tile made in
southeast Ohio. Note the use of marble in the border of the square panels on t
upper facade.

designed for C. S. Newsombds

undert aki

ng



A 21 S-Full®uwilding,t1878 When it was built by ParamuthMasonic Lodge
No. 25 at a cost $13,000, this building was considered the most modern and im
structure on Court Street. Among other amenities, it had central heating and an
toilet on the first floor. The first and second floors were leaseddiamercial
purposes and the third floor was the Masonic Hall. The heavy, bracketed cornic:
decorative element on top of the pediment. David Full restored the building in th
1980s. The original glass blocks can be seen above the first flooowsnd

A 15 S-cClin€Building, 1903This had been the site of a "medicine store" s
1828. In 1903,J. H. Cline purchased the property, added a third story to the exist
building, and put on a brick front with glass blocks above the display wsdbhe
building then housed his successful drug store, Athens "firstdiégis soda fountain,
along with other businesses and professional offices. An upper floor contained &
dance hall for the Athenian Club "one of the most exclusive social ifluhe city." In
1904, Cline built a factory at the rear of the building to make ice cream including
"fancy shades" for which his soda fountain was famous. Cline's ice cream was <
several states and the enterprise soon became the largesainebasiness in the are

In February 1912, with the temperature at eight degrees below zero, the Clin
Building caught fire. In spite of the cold, the blaze was confined to this one build
although only the iceovered outer walls remained. Later, theyal fire laddies" were
honored at a "scrumptious" banquet given by the owner of a nearby building in
appreciation for saving his property. The inside of the Cline Building was rebuilt
the drug store and soda fountain with its beautiful marble coantepolished brass
fixtures was in business until 1964.

A -1683. Court- Nelson Block, c. 1882Villiam Nelson, who probably built this
block, was a prominent Athens dry goods merchant. The building is divided into
units by brick piers. The secomaid third floor windows have continuous stone lint
The massive metal cornice has a central pediment and decorative elements.
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The Home Furnishing Company was located in the Nelson Block in 1905.



A -108 S. Court- Ashton Block, ¢.1860These three very similar buildings shar
common separating walls. The date of original construction may be earlier since
buildings were known to exist here in 1835, but about 1860 either extensive
renovations were made to the existing buildings or seuctures were built. Charle
Ashton operated a dry goods business on this location for many years. The jew
business now located in the center building has been owned by the same famil
1869 and is theldest business on Court Street

A 1 8t.- Atl2os County Courthouse, 1880he skyline of Uptown Athens is
dominated by the courthouse with its massive square tower topped by a cupole
reaching 145 feet above the street. The cupola held a bell until 1917 when the
faced clock, originally inthe City Building, was moved to the courthouse. The cu
served another purpose in May, 1900 when the sheriff used it to hide a prisone
accused of murder and rape from a welbidlynch mob howling in the streets belc
Later, the prisoner was spiritedit of town in a "surrey with a swift team of horses

The courthouse cost about $47,000 and is constructed of Athads brick and
Portsmouth sandstone. Exterior walls are smooth with rustication on the corne
The windows have round arches on sleeond floor and segmented arches on the
third. On top of the pediment of the north entrance, stands the traditional statue
blind justice although time and the elements have robbed her of her left arm ar
scales. Hand cut patterns embellish some oftbees around the sandstone steps
leading to the Court Street entrance. These steep steps also serve as seats fol
parades and have been used as a podium for public appearances such as tho:
Teddy Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and John Glenn.

On the outside corner of the building are three plaques listinfiritesettlers of
Athens, Revolutionary War soldiers buried in Athens County, and county reside
who lost their lives in Vietnam. On the second floor is the Athens County
Bicentennial Gallery which contains portraits and biographies of distinquished
citizens.The display is open to the public.

William H. Taft campaign parade at Court and Washington Streets in 1908.



A Ilntersection of C o uThisis tlenraditioNal sehter afg t
Uptown. The clock in front of Bank One Athens has been a familiar part of the
Court Street scene since 1924 when it was purchased for $2,000 by the Bank of
Athens. That bank merged with the Athens National Bank, which latemioe Bank
One Athens. At one time the clock was replaced by a large, lighted plastic sign, |
the resulting community uproar caused the bank to bring back the clock. Today i
Westminster chimes, ringing out the hours and quarter hours, continue to keep
Athenians on schedule.

A 2 N.- FiGtd’resbyterian Church, 1902The exterior of the church, made ¢
blond brick enhanced by tinted mortar, appears today much the way it did when
building was completed at a total cost of $45,000. The exteriorrdbsig
Romanesque Revival style influences. The interior is finished throughout in qua
sawed oak. The sanctuary, with a seating capacity of 400, has five art glass win
including a rose window and a dome window. The organ, when installed at a co
$3,000, was the largest in southern Ohio and consisted of 24 stops and 1100 pi
The First Presbyterian Church was organized in 1809 under the guidance of Jas
Lindley, the first pastor and the first president of Ohio University. There has bee
Preslyterian church on this site since 1828.

Turn right onto Washington Street, walk east half a block to the
crosswalk, turn left and cross the street.

A 8 E. WaGityBuitdigg, 8™ The exterior is a vernacular adaptation of
Romanesque Revival style with seaiicular arches at the windows. The building
was built to serve as the town hall and housed village offices, a post office, and
opera house with a reported seating capacity 6f $@e building has been
remodeled several times, most recently in 1996 when the cupola was restored.

Displayed in the lobby is the original city fire bell castli75 by the Buckeye Be
Founday, Cincinnati. The bell was used to call volunteer firemeed t@® indicate, by
the number of rings, the section of the city where the fire burned. Fire calls were
answered by horsdrawn fire wagons from fire houses located behind the City
Building and at other points in the city.

On the west wall of the lobby netd the elevator is a bronze plaque listing the
names and years of service of all the mayors of Athens since 1828. Outside to 1
of the front door is a plaque commemorating the bicentennial of the first settlem
Athens in 1797.

Walk west on Wasington Street and cross Court Street.

A 14 w. W-aBsirtieit/dewdtt blouse, 1849 eonidas Jewett returned from
the Civil War with the rank of major, a title which he carried for the rest of his life
practiced law, served as probate judge andgmating attorney, and was an
accomplished public speaker. He was a major stockholder in the company that
manufactured gas that was used to light the streets and homes of Athens. This
the few houses that had "running water" many years before étiemha municipal
water supply. The water was held in a large reservoir in the attic and was suppl
the rest of the house by gravity. Notice the sandstone lintels and window sills a:
as the long narrow windows and the large bracketed cornid®72, a law firm
bought the property and restored the building including the butternut interior
woodwork.

Return to Court Street, turn left and continue north on Court Street.
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Inside the First National Bank 1905

A 8 N.-Seurity Bank Building, 1905 This five story building is the tallest
building on Court Street and was the first in town to have an elevator which wa
by hydraulic water power. The building was designed by Cleveland architects
Walker and Weeks to house the FirstiNaal Bank. Perhaps the building's massi'
brick and stone structure provided the visual security thought at that time to be
necessary to help a bank gain the trust of its customers. The second through fi
floors contained offices and the fifth floorldehe Elk Lodge. For many years the
basement held a barber shop that was known as the place where "everybody \
was anybody went to be styled."

A -142N. Court- Worstell Building, 1902 L. B. Worstell and his partner, W. B.
Lawrence, were turof-the-century real estate developers. The building containe
restaurant, newspaper, clothier, lumber dealer, and dance hall for the Assembl
the largest social organization in town at that time. The building still houses a
restaurant, a newspaper, and c#8. The first story facade has three entrances,
recessed in the center, with large windows on the ends. Third story windows h.
arched brick lintels and stone sills .

A -293N. Court- Hotel Athens, 1872Built as the Warren House (hotel), the
building was remodeled in 1897 and renamed the New Brown House. This hos
charged $1.50 per day, although it was considered "fully up to the standard of
ordinary $2.00 per day houses." The building continued to be used as a hotel
1970 and now providgwrivate housing for university students. A large metal bal
with access from the second floor, projects over the sidewalk. After a major fire
1985, the mansard roof was raised and a fifth story added.

Athens most famous hostelry was the Hotel Bit$92) which was locate!
across Court Street on the site that now has a diner over a parking lot. Edwarc
was a successful AfricaAmerican whose Horatio Algdike career began when f
worked for five cents an hour making bricks for the construatfothe Athens



Lunatic Asylum.After working in a restaurant for several years and becoming w
known for his cooking, he and his wife started their own restaurant. With saving
from this enterprise, they built a twenty room hotel. "Traveling men who had ea
the Berry restauramatronized the hotel and its fame spread from coast to €oast
and even overseas." It soon became necessary to enlarge the hotel to 55 roon
Hotel Berry was the first American hotel to have closets in the rooms afidsthe

hotel to have needles,réad, buttons and a Bible in every room. In 1961, the hot
building became a residence hall for Ohio University and was demolished in 1€

A -320N. Court- Crippen Building, c. 1827This was the home of Amos Crippel
who was a judge, county treasurardaouncilman. Around 1891, Court Street
developer A. W. Ullom purchased the property to be used for commercial purpt
The building has two store fronts with recessed entrances.

Continue north to State Street and turn left.

A -82W. State- Campbell Block, 1905An unusual aspect of this building is the
beveled corner that faces the intersection. Originally the first floor housed John
Campbell's furniture showroom, the Ohio Salvage Co., and the Taylor Novelty :
The top floor was designed for useadance hall and roller rink.

A -120w. State- Bush Building, ¢. 1900This brick building with tinted mortar ha
two store fronts with small transom lights above the large display windows.
Apartments on the second floor have access to the open frlaatafed porch
which projects over the sidewalk. A similar porch structure can be seen across
street at 913 W. State. Frederick Bush was editoiTbk Athens Messengehen he
bought this building from John Campbell.

"' "l

The Berry Hotel as iappeared at the turof-the-century.



A 16 W.LaslsHoask,&. 1863 his Italianate style structure has the
entrance inset on the left side with transom and carving above. A small opel
on the left has a flat roof, square pillars, and decorative brackets. Some win
have shaped lintels with cut out designs. Theskamuas built by Robert Sander:
a craftsman born in Scotland. In the 20th century, E. Rey Lash, «naslin
Athens druggist and politician, lived in this house. Major restoration took pla
the early 1980s. In the front yard is a large ginkgo trek distinctive fan shape:
leaves. Although popular at one time in urban areas, this species is seldom
today because of its unpleasantly scented fruit .

A 19 W.HopSirts &8uilding, c. 1920The original purpose of this building
as an auto deatghip is indicated by the large plate glass windows divided by
brick piers. Windows at both ends of the building are in arched openings. Tt
is decorative brickwork below the narrow stone cornice. Note the recessed ¢
on the right. The present owneestored the building in 1989 to house their
portrait photography studio business.

A 24 w. Stat e, Fi r s Thisl@ibkrouilding vith sandstbne
trim is a prime example of a style conceived by an architect in Akron, Ohio.
"Akron-plan" churches were designed to resemble civic structures in an atte
convey the idea that the church is as public a place as otherwotyiouildings.
Some of the features which Akrgatan churches have in common are: a buildi
at least two stories high with a heavy brick and masonry facade, a centrally
located sanctuary with a fashaped seating arrangement, a vaulted sanctuary
ceiling usually with a circular dome or a skylight, and a "moveable wall" to
provide overflow seating adjacent to the sanctuary. The First Christian Chur
was organized in Athens in 1886.

A 33 W.ZenSer Hotse, c. 1847-187Dhis painted brick house datigem
at least 1870 although some parts may be as early as 1847. David Zenner,
town's leading dry goods merchant, came to Athens in 1853 anticipating the
completion of the Marietta and Cincinnati Railroad, which later became the
Baltimore and Ohio. Thplanned route required a tunnel under the West Stat
Street Cemetery but, when the railroad arrived in 1857, public objection to tl
tunnel forced a "temporary" route that looped south of town. However, this r
caused a confrontation with the Curriemiy who owned the farm it crossed.
The family blocked the tracks with logs and the mother and daughters, wrag
American flags, stood between the rails and sang patriotic songs. The dispu
finally settled in court and the tracks remained on thelsloop until service wa
discontinued in 1991.

< “/x 7 >3

Mrs. Cur'rie‘r‘and daughtefs as they appeafed in the 1875
Atlas of Athens County.

David Zenner



Turn right onto North Congress or you may continue west on State Stre

fgr a short side trip to the West State Street Cemetery.
We s t St at e St rTeredch tlizeameterg walk threé [@oeks

further west on State Street to Cemetery Lane.yWuadrihe earliest residents of
Athens are buried in this cemetery beginning with Susannah A. Anthony in 180t
After viewing the many interesting inscriptions found on the old tombstones, ret
to Congress Street by way of West State Street.

Turn onto North Congress Street and walk north.

A Nort h Co nThe sabstantiaBhouses ern this block of North Congress
Street were originally the homes of middle management and white collar worke
a sprinkling of professional people. Mosttbé architectral styles used on this bloc
are typical of an early 20th century city with a growing economy. Popular styles
represented here include the Dormer Front Craftsman Bungalow (#59) and the
American Foursquare (#61, 65, and 78), considered the style whidldgudhe "mos
house for the least money." One thing that wattypical about this block was its
early morning smell. That's when the delicious aromas from a nearby bakery wz
over the neighborhood.

A 32 W. cMtrZpreBaptist Church, 1909 Although not heavily
ornamented, the building has elements of both Gothic Revival and Romanesqu
It is constructed of pressed concrete block simulating stone and today is visuall:
almost the same as itasw when completed. Edward Beroyyner of the totel Berry,
gave the land and also provided financial support for the church. Since much of
construction work was done by members of the congregation, the total cost was
about $11,000. The square corrawvér topped by a pyramidal roobntains tle
arched entrances. The ceiling of the main sanctuary is pressed tin and the curv
are carved oak.

The church has several beautiful, large, stained glass windows in which the
blue predominates. In the wall facing Carpenter Street is a Romanasthed
window with a floral motif. The windows on the east and west sides have large
Romanesque arched center panels with religious figure motifs. As early as 187:
first congregation, which included some descendants of former slaves, was me:
alocal home.

Turn right onto Carpenter Street and go east to the intersection at Cou

A 2 E. C Armagrye 1915 & his imposing brick structure provides a visual
archor for the north end of Court Street. The building has the appearance of a ¢
with crenelated parapets, narrow vertical windows, and an arched "castle gatew
entrance. Built to house the local National Guard unit, it had a central drill hall t
also was used for dances, basketball games, and other public events. The builc
now owned by the City of Athens.

The hill that once filled the site where the Armory now stands was the source
clay for the Athens Brick Company factory located east of here on what is now
Stimson Avenue. In 1913, before the Armory was built, the area was used by tr
Brothers whos evangelical meetings had outgrown available meeting locations.
than 200 men and boys turned out to work and in less than two days constructe
by 100 foot frame tabernacle that was heated by gas, had electric lights, teleph
service, and a ngery. It also had "plenty of clean sawdust on the floor." The buil
reportedly seated 1,800, but the response was so great that "hundreds were tul
away." The tabernacle was used for about three weeks, then dismantled, and tt
Brothers moved on.



In 1913,volunteers constructed this 80 by 100 foot tabernacle in only two days.

Turn right onto Court Street and walk south.

A 92 A9 0 -BaglesBuilding,t1915This two-story building in 20th century
commercial style is built of Athens brick and cost about $15,000. The second fl
had a large room used for dances and sociaitims as well as Eagles Lodge
meetings. During the mi@0th century the first floor contained a bowling alley. Tl
Court Street facade has a recessed entrance with sandstone and marble arour
door and a large, glass block panel above.

A 86 N.undlilrct 1801 Although it has been altered, much of the
original plain facade, typical of turof-the-century mill buildings, remains. The
Junod flouring mill was run by a natuwghs powered engine until 1909 when the
piston became disconnected frdine crankshaft and the "huge engine" was
demolished. Later, the mill was powered by steam. The business remained in 1
Junod family as a mill and grain store until the 1950s. As you walk south on Cc
Street, look back at the upper part of the south whére it's still possible to read t
remnants of the Junod sign painted on the bricks.

Continue walking south and look to your left at Fern Street.

A F er nintBe latec1800s, narrow Fern Street was refeioes "Angel Alley".
Legend has it that this was the section of town where "ladies of the evening" lix
and practiced their trade, especially among the transient railroad men who live
nearby hotels and boarding houses.

A 7 2 N-.Stra@w Building, C. 1900The structuravas built by J. C. Campbell
and in 1906, Charles Strawn bought it and started a plumbing business which
continued here until 1995. The second story porch is cantilevered over the side
This building and the one to the north, #74, are typicaliwfof-the-century small
business establishments where the proprietor and family lived on the second fl
above the business.

Continue walking south and return to the museum.



